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11 November 2008

Children's Liver Disease Foundation (CLDF) notes the article in the Observer

newspaper dated 9 November 2008 and the draft report on Paediatric Tertiary

Services at Birmingham Children's Hospital commissioned by the NHS Primary

Care Trusts in Birmingham.

Catherine Arkley, chief executive of Children's Liver Disease Foundation, the

UK's leading organisation dedicated to fighting all liver diseases of childhood,

said:

"We are disturbed by the draft report and the article in the Observer of 9

November 2008, of which we were completely unaware, and which highlights

some potentially very serious issues relating to the care and treatment of gravely

ill children with life-threatening liver disease.

"It is particularly worrying to hear that children with biliary atresia, a very serious

disease for which timeliness of treatment is critical, are on occasion being

transferred to Leeds because of a lack of resources in Birmingham, one of the

country's three key treatment centres for this disease as designated by the

Department of Health.

"It is very upsetting for us to learn in the draft report that consultants within the

hospital's liver unit appear to be concerned about the level of service support

available to help these children and their families.
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"Without exception, the staff with whom the Foundation comes into contact in the

liver unit at Birmingham Children's Hospital are incredibly skilled, dedicated and

highly motivated individuals.

"The Birmingham Children's Hospital liver unit is one of three centres within a

national specialist service and it is important that the hospital management

recognises that fact.

"We note that the Secretary of State for Health has asked the Healthcare

Commission to investigate the issues raised and we await its report with interest."

Ends

For information please contact:
John Orchard Tel: 0121 212 6015 Email: communications@childliverdisease.org

Note to editors
Formed in 1980, Children's Liver Disease Foundation (CLDF) is a unique
national charity dedicated to fighting all liver diseases of childhood.

CLDF has three core areas of activity: it is the lead charity supporting medical
research into all aspects of children's liver diseases, acts as a comprehensive
information hub for healthcare professionals and the general public and provides
a tailored support service for young people with liver disease and their families.

For further information please visit www.childliverdisease.org or call 0121 212
3839.
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Catherine Arkley, chief executive of Children's Liver Disease Foundation, the

UK's leading organisation dedicated to fighting all liver diseases of childhood,

said:

"We are disturbed by the draft report and the article in the Observer of 9

November 2008, of which we were completely unaware, and which highlights

some potentially very serious issues relating to the care and treatment of gravely

ill children with life-threatening liver disease.

"It is particularly worrying to hear that children with biliary atresia, a very serious

disease for which timeliness of treatment is critical, are on occasion being

transferred to Leeds because of a lack of resources in Birmingham, one of the

country's three key treatment centres for this disease as designated by the

Department of Health.

"It is very upsetting for us to learn in the draft report that consultants within the

hospital's liver unit appear to be concerned about the level of service support

available to help these children and their families.
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"Without exception, the staff with whom the Foundation comes into contact in the

liver unit at Birmingham Children's Hospital are incredibly skilled, dedicated and

highly motivated individuals.

"The Birmingham Children's Hospital liver unit is one of three centres within a

national specialist service and it is important that the hospital management

recognises that fact.

"We note that the Secretary of State for Health has asked the Healthcare

Commission to investigate the issues raised and we await its report with interest."

Ends

For information please contact:
John Orchard Tel: 0121 212 6015 Email: communications@childliverdisease.org

Note to editors
Formed in 1980, Children's Liver Disease Foundation (CLDF) is a unique
national charity dedicated to fighting all liver diseases of childhood.

CLDF has three core areas of activity: it is the lead charity supporting medical
research into all aspects of children's liver diseases, acts as a comprehensive
information hub for healthcare professionals and the general public and provides
a tailored support service for young people with liver disease and their families.

For further information please visit www.childliverdisease.org or call 0121 212
3839.
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